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Walk the track or ride your bicycle or ATV to

Whitneyville following the barbecue. Joey McPhail Sally Jacobs Celebrate Opening

The event was organized by the Dennysville

Snowmobile Club and presided over by Joe

; . . McPhail, club president. Four snowmobile clubs
Rlbbon-C_uttlng C_elebrat'_on Marked maintain the wFi)nter use of the trail, McPhail said.

Winter Trail Opening His club has more than 30 members and covers the
area of Perry, Eastport, Dennysville, Edmund,

A festive ribbon-cutting ceremony was held at 9 a.m., Machias, Whiting, Lubec and Charlotte. The club

Saturday, January 31, at Ayers Junction to maintains about 19 miles of the multi-use rail-trail

acknowledge the opening of the eastern 49 miles of and had it in perfect condition for the crowd of

the 85-mile-long Down East Sunrise Trail to winter  snowmobilers and skiers present for the initial ride.

activities. The trail extension joins the communities  “We're finally open for business,” McPhail cheered
from Perry, Pembroke, Dennysville, Marion, through  to the group.

East Machias, Machias, Whitneyville, and Jonesboro
to the town line between Harrington and Columbia. For many attending the event it was a reunion of

More information atvww.sunrisetrail.org

The trail will be closed once again on April 1 as friends who started planning and advocating for this
S00F0 TIN “WLIOMS[IT construction will re-commence. As the trail segments trail 20 years ago. “We are all a little grayer now,
0 F are completed this coming summer, many more but we have lived to see the trail actually become a
€6 "ON LIN¥3d S09+0 HIN HOMS[TH celebrations will occur to open these trail segments fo reality!” said Sally Jacobs representing the Sunrise
arvd 1221% w1 €6 bicyclists, ATV’s and pedestrians. Itis hoped that the Trail Coalition. After cheering, coffee and donuts,
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In July 2005, Gov. John Baldacci charged the  Even with these accomplishments it certainly wasmtitout
Maine Department of Transportation with issues or setbacks. This past summer has to be ore of th
developing a trail management and maintenancewettest. In addition to a lot of rainy days we had savag
plan for an interim multi-use trail on 87 miles of storms, one of which brought more than 12 inches ofinagn
the Calais Branch Rail Corridor between Ellswort hour period. This one storm caused more than $40,000
and Ayers Junction. The construction of the 45-dollars in damages.

mile portion opened at the celebration was begun

in the spring of 2008 under the supervision of theAnother of the issues that we had to deal with was the
Maine Department of Conservation., Bureau of almighty beaver. They are surely persistent to saletst. In

The current plan is to restart construction in Aprilhwit to, and benefit from the Trail. If we are to be efffiex
rail and tie. There will be another work crew coniplg  in these efforts we need your support as members of
the installation of culverts on the section wherertetls  the organization. We have many friends, but not a lot
have already been removed and the placement of the of members. Members really count when it comes to
final surface materials on these 49 miles. It is ouf oa getting the work of the organization done and giving
open sections of the trail as they are completed. With us influence with State and Local leaders. If you are
this in mind some sections should be open by early now a member, that is great! If not, | hope you will
summer. Until next time, happy trails. consider filling out the application at the end of the

newsetter and sending it in with your membership f

Public Lands many cases where beaver dams had flooded the rails or

plugged culverts, before work could be done water levels ha

Letter from the President
Bill Ceckler, President

Ellsworth Receives Bikes Belong Grant

With the presence of numerous snowmobilers artd be lowered. After issuance of a permit from MaifR#@/Ito
skiers, the trail is expected to have a dynamic remove beaver dams, many dams were lowered by hand to
effect on the local economy, McPhail said, echoiagow the water levels to drop. In most cases thedrsavould
sentiments of the MDOC's trail managers be back that night and rebuild what had been removed that
regarding their experiences in other regions on day, then the next day would be spent removing what the
similar trails. According to reports from the beavers had rebuilt the night before. Over time, hewewe
restaurants and gas stations in the area, economi@ter level would drop and the work could be completed. In
benefits of the DEST are already being felt. some instances the beavers would have to be trapped alive
relocated.

Letter from the Manager

Charlie Corliss For me, all this work and effort paid off when Maine

WOW!! This has been a busy time since my lastPepartment of Conservation (MDOC) opened up most of th& s jn the Manager's Report.

newsletter column. | could fill an entire newslettef2 Miles for winter use in January of this year. The/ of

but | will summarize the accomplishments. sinceMachias agreed to handle a r_nunicipal grant that was isbgy_ed
June 28 MDOC to take care of grooming of the trail for snowmobiling

. 49 miles of rail removed from Ayers Junction inth?s winter. _Thgre are four clubs involved in groo_ming_the 49
Pembroke to the Harrington/Columbia town lind"i€s of trail this winter, Narraguagus SC, Machias Ridge
. Approximately 150,000 ties removed Rl(_jers_, Dow_n_east Trall_Rlders, and the I_Dennysvnle SG, thi
. 11 bridaes completed being in addition to their regular club trails. My hatg off to
9 Pi€ these clubs and the volunteers to make this possiblkgha
- 110 new culverts installed

- 68,000+ feet of ditching

- 40,000+ feet of corridor built up to resolve
flooding issues and poor soils

- 7 miles of trail completed with the final surface

Trail Grooming Team with Grooming Equipment

Jef Fitzgerald, Deputy Planner City of Ellsworth

The City of Ellsworth has received a national Bikes
Belong grant of $5,000 to help build a bicycle-
pedestrian path. The connector and path will serve as a
safe, appealing route for the East Coast Greenway
connecting the Down East Sunrise Trail, downtown
Ellsworth, local schools and municipal recreationdsel
aPrangements with the contractor Construction of the Downeast Sunrise TraiEltsworth

so that the 50 miles at the east end of the traikcbel and the shared use patfe proposed for 2009 or 2010.
opened for snowmobiling and cross country skiing this
winter. Charlie Corliss will tell you much more about

| must tell you that | am very
excited about becoming President
at a time when the trail is actually
becoming a reality. Fifty miles

of track are up, 15 miles of the
final surface is down in the
Machias area and DOC made

Parting Shots

WE ARE IN BUSINESS, and there is every reason to
expect that a significant part of the east end ofrtdie t
will be open for ATV, biking and hiking next summer.

At our Annual meeting in October we got special
permission to bike and hike the section of the tralil
between Machias and the bridge at Whitneyville. This
section of the trail had been completed as a tesbeect
It rained and was cold, but we had a great ride. My
reaction was what an incredible recreational abset
trail will be for the folks in down east Maine. Local
businesses will also benefit when the word gets out
about the trail.

Crew Assesses Bridge Shared Use

Indian River Washout | Indian River Repaired

Now down to business. At the present time the
Coalition and the Trail Management Committee are th
same group of people. We are the group who promot
the concept of converting and using the Calais Branck
a Trail until there is justification to restore raihgee

on the line. We worked with the State to bring the
project to its present state of success, and we will
continue to promote the Trail and see that it develops
into a great recreational asset that other majotoarhil
projects have proved to be. We will also work with and
support local businesses and try to help them interface
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