Washington Street and High Street, Ellsworth
Node #23884
CRF (2013-2015) 1.21

Washington Street is a two-way city street that intersects Routes 1 and 3 (High Street), a four-lane street
with two travel lanes in each direction. Opposite of Washington Street are an L.L. Bean outlet store with
an entrance/exit, and a cluster of retail and service businesses served by a single entrance/exit. This
section of Routes 1 and 3 is subject to heavy traffic volumes comprised of shipping, local business and
tourist traffic, as it offers access to a variety of retail stores and services, and serves as the primary route
to the Downeast region via Route 1, and the MDI/Bar Harbor/Acadia region via Route 3. There were ten
crashes reported at this intersection between January 2013 and December 2015 (see Appendix A).

Having two travel lanes can cause drivers to feel safer traveling at higher speeds and passing vehicles. At
this node, unlike other intersections along this stretch, there is no center turning lane for northwestand southeast-bound vehicles to pull out of through-traffic to wait for an opportunity to negotiate a

turn across the path of oncoming traffic. Eight of the ten crashes reported at this location were
associated with northwest-bound vehicles on Route 1 waiting to turn onto Washington Street. Six of
these crashes involved the waiting vehicle being struck from behind, while two crashes resulted from
lane changes made to avoid the vehicle waiting to turn.
To improve safety at this intersection, the following short-term, low-cost change is recommended:
1. Enhanced Signage
a. Add overhead lane designation signage with destination signage
b. Install roadside signage on the left & right of Route 1/3 encouraging motorists to watch
for turning traffic.

Long-term planning considerations to improve the safety at this intersections should include:
2. The entrances to the businesses at the southeast corner of the intersection are too close to the
intersection and should be relocated (see Photo E). These entrances should be brought up to
current Basic Safety Standards which would be 100 feet for un-signalized intersections (Ref. 17229 Chapter 299, Highway Driveway and Entrance Rules: Part B Entrance Rules, Sect. 2.1 C).
3. Consider creating a turning lane in the center of Route 1/3 to allow turning traffic to wait out of
the way of through-traffic.

Photo A. Route 1 & 3 (High Street) is four lanes wide in this section, with two lanes of traffic in either direction.

Photo B. The retail and service businesses opposite Washington Street have separate entrance/exits.

Photos C & D. Traffic turning from Washington Street have good sight lines in either direction.

Photo E. These entrances are too close to the intersection and should be relocated.

Appendix A. Summary Crash Diagram

