
Process for downloading ACS Block Group data for a County. 

Follow the prompts below to work you through the method. 

www.census.gov 

↓ 

 

↓ 

Data Tools and Apps 

↓ 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

http://www.census.gov/


Be sure to click on the radio button “all summary levels” 

 

↓ 

Type the name of the county you want, then select it from the dropdown. 

(I’m selecting Essex County, New Jersey) 

 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

↓ 

↓ 

 



Single-click on the county name to toss it up into the shopping basket at the very 
upper left. 

 

↓ 

Type in “Block Group” 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

Single-click on “All Block Groups…” and your info will go to the mail shopping 
basket (very upper left). 

 

↓ 

 

↓ 

 

 

 



Clean out your main shopping basket of unwanted filters:  click on the blue X next 
to “Essex County, New Jersey”. 

 

↓ 

 

Now all the tables available to you will be in the main window.  The newest tables 
(2013 ACS 5-year) will be at the top.   Let’s look for something….type in 

“language”.   Then choose “Language spoken at Home” 

 

 

↓ 

 

 

↓ 



 

Click on the blue “household language by ….” and your table will appear. 

 

↓ 

 

If you click download, you will get the whole table for all the block groups with 
ALL the data.   If, instead you want to download the shapefile with 1 data variable, 

then skip to Part II. 

 

 

 

 

PART II 

Click on: 

 

↓ 

 

 

↓ 

 



 

↓ 

 

 

↓ 

 

Click one of the variables (Estimate) you want, written in blue within the table. In 
this case, “Spanish”. 

 

↓ 

 

 

↓ 

 

Your map will (probably slowly) appear. (Sometimes you have to scroll your view 
upward in order to see the map). 



↓ 

 

 

↓ 

 

 

↓ 

 

 

↓ 

 

Hopefully, you won’t get this message!  If you do, just back up and select the same 
variable within a different block group, and re-create  the map, and download. 

 

↓ 

 



You will then get this message;  click download and you will get a zip file with 
shapefile and data variable.   (Sometimes I have to click download twice.) 

 

↓ 

 

 

Your files within the ZIP should look like this!  Congradulations! You did it!  Now 
join these up in your GIS software. 

 


