Desktop Analysis Scoring
Indented Shoreline

	1. Landform
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2. Open land
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3. Shoreline configuration
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	4. Scenic features
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5. Views to water
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Desktop and Field Refinement of DESKTOP ANALYSIS:

IP: Indicator Present. Mark this box if a scenic indicator may be present (as determined from the office/desktop phase). Enter the total number of the Indicators Present line. 
SI: Special Interest. Review the maps in the binder and note areas or points of particular scenic or cultural interest. During the field work phase, record observations and photograph the indicators to document how they influence the character of the landscape.

SC: Scoring. Assign a score for each of the indicators, based upon the office and field evaluation. Work together as a team to decide on a mutually acceptable score. 
Scenic Areas v. Scenic Viewpoints

The goal of the method is to evaluate the Scenic Area
When there are multiple viewpoints in an area you can approach the data recording in 2 ways:

Either – travel among the Scenic Viewpoints and score each Viewpoint on a separate form and then assign the highest value for each indicator onto one form.
OR – travel among the Scenic Viewpoints; discuss the highest values for all Viewpoints in your collective minds and then write them down on one summary form for the Scenic Area.

The database can accept data using either approach. Just be clear which method you are using and be sure to record the photos from a specific view point – see the photo log data needs (bearing, latitude, longitude, etc)
Field Evaluation Scoring
	6. Landscape character

	Positive Land Use

· Agricultural fields / farmsteads

· Moorings / harbors

· Beaches

· Villages /Vernacular architecture

· Old cemeteries

· Village skyline in midground

· Mature forestland

Discordant Land Use

· Clearcuts / extensive slash

· Exposed mining operations

· Utility corridors

· Incompatible comm./industrial uses

Positive Roadside Characteristics

· Tree canopy

· Mature trees lining the road

· Road conforming to contours

· Gentle horizontal curves

· Streets scaled to the pedestrian

· Urban plantings

Discordant Roadside Characteristics
· Excessive cuts or fill

· Long straight stretches

· Overhead utility lines

· Advertising signs/roadside clutter

· Guardrails in disrepair

Positive Settlement Features

· Distinct village gateways

· Prominent community buildings

· Buildings w/ harmonious massing/height

· Preserved vernacular architecture

· Historic districts

· Significant bridges

· Parkland

· Prominent statues, bandstands

· Tree lined streets

· Stone walls

Discordant Settlement Characteristics
· Strip development

· Dilapidated structures

· Incompatible architecture

· Obtrusive signage

· Pollution

· Structures blocking view corridors

· Automobile-related intrusions
	LAND USE
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ROADSIDE (or TRAILSIDE) CHARACTERISTICS
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SETTLEMENT CHARACTERISTICS – 
The lack of any settlement features can be treated as a “positive effect” and given a score of 6.
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Field Evaluation Scoring

	7. Vegetation

	Positive effects

· Park-like landscapes

· Well-defined agricultural patterns

· Distinct edges between field and forest

· Mature woodlands

· Stands of specimen trees

· Orchards

· Views framed by trees

· Mixture of types of vegetation

Negative Effects

· Obvious clear cuts, piles of slash•

· Overgrown fields

· Blowdowns

· Woodlands overrun by invasive species

· Lack of shoreline buffers
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	8. Composition & Effect

	· High Diversity
· Mystery/Surprise

· Naturalness

· Spectacular Imagery

· Historic Integrity

· Pastoral Qualities

· Cohesiveness

· Permanence
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SCORING


ELEVATION


100’ - 200’ 			1 Point


200’ – 400’ 			3 Points


> 400’				6 Points





SLOPES


27 – 40%			2 Points


>40%				3 Points





SCORING


Duration of View (not how far you can see)


Less than 2/10 mile		3 Points


2/10 to ½ mile or numerous 


	short views		6 Points�Greater than ½ mile or short 


	but elevated views	9 Points





Type of Water


Small water body		6 Points


Large water body		9 Points


Large water body with complexity 


	(marshes, coves, inlets)	12 Points





Quality of Horizon


Open/closed horizon with little 


	vertical interest		3 Points


Comb. of open and closed horizon


	with little vertical interest 


	or closed horizon with 


	vertical interest		6 Points


Conbinationof open/closed horizon


	with vertical interest	9 Points





SCORING





25 – 50 acre/filtered view		3 Points


>50 acre /filtered view		4 Points


25 – 50 acre/unobstructed	5 Points


>50 acre/unobstructed		6 Points








