Downeast Coastal Scenic Inventory

Hancock and Washington Counties

Field Work Instructions
PREPARATION

1.  Get to know your field binder.

Each Field Binder includes general project information as well as maps, forms and tide tables unique to your geographic area. Check for your name on the volunteer contact list, add contact information if you are not on the list.
2. Plan ahead

Set your route before you leave.  Create a schedule that considers how the sun and tide will affect observations.  (Visit east facing areas in the morning and west facing areas in the afternoon.)  Double-check to make sure you have packed everything you’ll need for the day

3. Verify and Complete the Desktop Analysis on the Evaluation Forms
a. Before you go out in the field use the maps and the “cheat sheets” for Desktop indicator scoring to refine the Desktop Analysis. See the second page of the Desktop Analysis indicator scoring.

b. Remember, the Desktop Analysis was created using maps and data that may be out of date. Your real life observations are needed to refine the Desktop Analysis model.  There is no substitute for the human eye – adjust as necessary. 
4. Record Field Observations

You will need a minimum of 3 people in the field:

· Recorder

· Photographer (one camera/team)

· Navigator

Choose the method of evaluating the Scenic Area: 1 form/viewpoint or 1 form/area - see the 2nd page of the scoring cheat sheet to decide.

Photo-document each viewpoint:

· Carefully record all fields in the photo log (printed on the reverse side of the evaluation form) 
· If taking a panorama shot – use a tri-pod, scan from left to right, capture a 30% overlap
· Be sure to identify and photograph the Scenic Indicators visible in the photos

· Try to keep the number of photos to no more than 6/viewpoint

· Use viewpoints already on the Scenic Area map to identify the viewpoint; add any viewpoints not on the map already (REMEMBER ALWAYS RECORD FROM A PUBLIC PLACE)
7. Handouts
You may be asked what you are doing by passers by. There are handouts describing the project in Section 

Additional contact information is also available in the back of the binder.
Have a great time!!!

Remember to take along:


Bug dope, sunscreen


Camera with fully charged batteries


Extra camera batteries


Tri-pod, if you have one


This Field Binder


A compass or GPS (if possible)











