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SECTION IL.I: AGRICULTURAL AND FOREST RESOURCES FINAL DRAFT

1.

AGRICULTURAL AND FOREST RESOURCES GOAL

To safeguard Eastbrook’s agricultural and forest resources from development which
threatens those resources.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this section is:

to identify Eastbrook’s potential and existing commercial farmlands and forestlands in

a.
terms of their extent, characteristics and importance to Eastbrook’s economy and
rural character; and

b. to predict whether the viability of important commercial farmlands and forestlands
will be threatened by the impacts of future growth and development; and

c. to assess the effectiveness of existing measures to protect and preserve important
commercial farmlands and forestiands.

COMMERCIAL FARMLANDS

a. Fam and Open Space Law Taxation Program Parcels
tastbrook has no parcels registered under the Farm and Open Space Tax Programs.
These programs are described in more detail below.

b. Commercial Farmlands

The farmlands in Eastbrook are primarily blueberry fields and Christmas tree orchards.
Some farmiands are used for hay for horses. Other lands are used for fruits and
vegetables for personal consumption and small roadside farm stands.

The location of the primary agricultural lands are shown on Map #9: Agricultural and
Forest Resources.

Agricutture Dependent Production Facilities

Some vegetables are sold at small roadside farm stands. One farmer in town also
sells goat cheese and goat milk to local stores. There are two large farms with
blueberry stations. These stations are used to collect blueberries from the
surrounding area and to ship them to freezer plants. One station processed over a
million pounds of berries in 1990; the other is much smaller. The larger farm employs
four people full-time and up to twelve seasonally for picking berries and wreath
making. These blueberry stations are also discussed in Section Il.B: Economy and are
shown on Map #9: Agricultural and Forest Resources.
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d.

Planning Implications: Commercial Farmlands

Blueberries, Christmas trees, and wreaths are very important 1o the economy of
Eastbrook. They provide seasonal employment for many residents and a primary
source of income for a few larger farmers.

Agriculture also contributes to the rural character of the town by maintaining open
fields along roadways and between residential areas.

Agricuitural production should be monitored to prevent erosion and destruction of
significant fish and wildlife habitat and rare, unique and exemplary plant communities.
Areas of identified rare, unique or exemplary plant communities should be protected
from the adverse impacts of timber harvesting and development. These issues are
discussed in Section Il.H: Critical Natural Resources and Section Il.G: Water
Resources

Agricultural production in Eastbrook is also closely linked to agricultural production in
neighboring towns. The blueberry stations serve farmers in neighboring towns, and
relay produce to regional facilities. Labor for harvesting and production is also shared
between neighboring towns.

The Opinion Survey indicates that the vast majority of residents believe that existing
measures to protect agricultural Jand in town are adeguate. It is, generally, the
position of the town that landowners should have the right to farm and/or develop
their land as they wish, While measures should be adopted to encourage
environmentally sensitive farming, and while landowners should have the option to
participate in Farm and Open Space programs, it is unlikely that the town would
support specific measures to discourage altemate development on land currently used
for blueberries or other agricultural products.

4. COMMERCIAL FORESTLANDS

Tree Growth Tax Law Program Parcels

There are nine Tree Growth Tax Parcels in the Town of Eastbrook, shown on Map #9
Agriculture and Forest Resources. This program is described in more detail below.
These parcels comprise a total of 11,940 acres of softwood (5059 acres}, hardwood
(4370 acres) and mixed wood (2519 acres). These parcels are owned by Diamond
Occidental Forest, Inc, Champion Paper Company, and one 800 acre parcel is owned
by an individual landowner. Approximately 50% of the land area in Eastbrook is
registered under the Tree Growth Tax Law.

Commercial Forestlands

Commercial forestlands are those owned by major land management, paper, or
lumber companies. In the case of Eastbrook, all commercial forestlands are also Tree
Growth parcels, discussed above. In addition to commercial forestlands, many
residents of Eastbrook cut wood or sell stumpage from their own smaller lots. Many
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residents earn significant income from cutting and preparing firewood on a small
scale,

Forestiand-Dependent Land Uses and Facilities

There are no forest-dependent production facilities in the Town of Eastbrook, such as
sawmills or pulp processing plants. All wood cut in town is transported to mills in
other towns in the region, except for firewood which may be split on premise.
However, many Eastbrook residents own logging equipment and work as private
contractors.

Planning Implications: Commercial Forestiands

As with agriculture, forestlands play an important role in the economy and natural
environment of the Town of Eastbrook. The use of forestlands in Eastbrook is highly
dependent on labor, markets, and production facilities of neighboring towns. It is
important that the town consider policies which will encourage proper forestry
techniques, encourage the maintenance of forests for recreational, scenic, and
environmental reasons, and recognize the economic importance of the forests. The
Opinion Survey shows that a majority of residents believe that existing protection of
forest resources is adequate. As with agricultural land, the town would most likely
not support actions specifically designed to restrict development of forest land, other
than consideration of forest land in designating land use areas.

Diamond Occidental and the town have discussed the possibility of removing some of
their land from Tree Growth status. No formal action has been taken yet.

5. FARMLAND AND FORESTLAND PROTECTION

Identified and Potential Threats to Farm and Forestlands

The primary threat to farm and forestlands in Eastbrook is residential development.
Because of the limited new development in the town compared to the many acres of
forest, this threat is not a major concern at present. Conversion of blueberry land to
residential lots is a possibility but has not occurred due to other available lands, the
relative profitability of harvesting blueberries, and the generally poor quality of
blueberry land soils.

Existing Protection Measures
1) Tree Growth Tax Law

The Maine Legislature has declared, in the Tree Growth Tax Law (Title 36, MRSA,
Section 571, et.seq.), that "...the public interest would be best served by
encouraging forest landowners to retain and improve their holdings of forest lands
upon the tax roles of the state and to promote better forest management by
appropriate tax measures in order to protect this unique economic and
recreational resource.” The Tree Growth Tax Law applies mandatorily to all
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2)

3}

parcels of forestland over 500 acres in size and at the discretion and application
of the owners of parcels less than 500 acres but more than 10 acres in size. [t
taxes forestland on the basis of its potential for annual wood production. The
Committee feels that many landowners in Eastbrook are not aware of the Tree
Growth Tax Law and should be notified about it.

Farm and Open Space Tax Law

The Maine Legislature has declared in the Farm and Open Space Tax Law (Title
36, MRSA, Section 1101, et.seq.), that “...it is in the public interest to encourage
the preservation of farmland and open space land in order to maintain a readily
available source of food and farm products close to the metropolitan areas of the
state...” and "...to prevent the forced conversion of farmland and open space
Jand to more intensive uses as a result of economic pressures caused by the
assessment thereof...”

Farmland is eligible for this program if it consists of at least 5 contiguous acres in
a single town, and has shown gross earnings from agricultural production of at
least $2,000 during one of the last two years, or three of the last five years.

The benefits of this program are that it enables farmers to continue their way of
life with out having to worry about excessive property taxes which can be
brought about by run-away land valuations, in tum forcing them out of business.
The farmland is not taxed based on its market value, but rather at a significantly
lower rate. Along with this program is the Farmland Registration Program. While
the eligibility requirements are similar to the Farm and Open Space Tax Law, the
purpose is different. This act is designed to protect a farmer’s right to farm.
Principally, upon registration, the farmer is guaranteed a 100 foot buffer zone
between productive fields and new incompatible development, such as a
residential development, or a commercial dining establishment. This program also
lets new and potential abutters know that a working farm is next door.

No farmers in Eastbrook have registered land in these programs, probably
because of the limits it places on future options for development. It is possible
that farmers are not fully aware of these programs; public education by the town
may increase participation.

Local Ordinances

The existing ordinances of the Town of Eastbrook limit some forestry and
agricultural practices in its established Resource Protection and Shoreland
Residential Districts. These ordinances are intended to protect natural resources,
rather than to maintain or protect forest and agricultural land. Agricultural and
Forestry practices restrictions are adequate for Resource Protection areas, but
very weak in Shoreland Residential areas, both in terms of the degree to which
cutting is permitted, and the degree to which agricultural chemicals may be used
near the shore.
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c.

Planning Implications: Existing Protection

The extent to which forest and agricultural practices impact on the environment is
discussed in other sections such as Water Quality and Critical Natural Resources.

The town should consider more restrictions on such practices along with any land use
designations, specifically more oversight on forestry and agriculture in Shoreland
Residential Districts.

The town currently has very little protection or devices to encourage the maintenance
of its agricultural lands, yet little willingness to impose such controls. The town
should, however, continue to support maintenance of the Tree Growth and Farm and
Open Space programs and all extension programs that assist local farming and
forestry projects. The Land Use Plan {Section VII) contains a strong provision which
encourages forest owners to keep their land in Tree Growth.
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